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Unit 1: The 3rd Dream – To Preserve Liberty (and to Civilize the Savages) 

STUDY GUIDE 1.0
Unit dates: August 24th – September 22nd  

During this unit, students will understand the events and developments in America between 1860-1895, roughly covering the Civil War, Reconstruction, the American West, and the New South.  We will again be using The American Dream by Jim Cullen (Ch. 3) to help us analyze the place of Abraham Lincoln in the history of the dream of upward mobility and freedom.  By the end of the unit, students will be able to. . . 

· Create a timeline of key moments in US history from 1860-1895, such as: Election of 1860, Ft. Sumter, 1st Battle of Bull Run, Antietam, Emancipation Proclamation, Gettysburg, Sherman’s March to the Sea, , 13th-14th-15th Amendments, Black Codes, KKK, Election of 1876, Homestead Act, Transcontinental RR, Battle of Little Bighorn, Dawes Act, Plessy v. Ferguson, Jim Crow laws. 

· Analyze Lincoln’s political philosophy and its evolution during the Civil War

· Research and present a 3-5 minute presentation on an assigned historical topic 

· Identify US states as of 1870, movement of Union/Confederate armies in the eastern US during the Civil War, westward expansion of settlement by 1890.  

· Prepare an individual index of quotations/references to “civilization” and “savagery” during this time period. 

· Complete and use study guides to effectively manage homework, lecture notes, and review for tests/quizzes.

Guiding Question: What distinguishes the “civilized” from the “savage”?
*******************************************************************************************

	Date
	Focus of Class 
	Homework 
	Grades



	W 8/24
	Introduction to Course

American Dream Introduction
	1) Complete Intro to TAD questions.
2) Map of U.S. Correctly label a map of the U.S. with all 50 states and capitals. 

	TAD—Intro (HW): ____/10
Map (HW): __/10



	Th 8/25
	Introduce Minute Presentations

Film: How the States Got Their Shape 
	The American Dream, Ch. 3, part 2. Read and answer questions 

Start working on presentations!


	TAD Ch. 3 pt 2 (HW): ___/10




Study Guide—Intro to TAD (pg. 3-10)

Directions:  Answer the following questions in complete sentences.  

Quality work is expected, which for 11th grade means your answers must. . .

1) Be detailed and prove that you read and understand the text.  

2) Be complete, grammatical sentences (3-4 sentences) with appropriate punctuation.  

3) Be summarized in own words and not similar to any sentence from the text.

4) Should not begin as a direct restatement of the question, nor start with ambiguous pronouns like “they,” “he/she,” or “it.”  (Start breaking this habit by finishing the sentences below in this first study guide.  These “starters” will not be there in subsequent study guides.)  

1. Who is James Truslow Adams?  Why does Cullen start his book with his brief biography?  (p3-5)

Example: Adams was. . . . 

a. Why does Cullen start his book with his brief biography?  (p3-5)

Example: Cullen uses the story of Adams in order to show. . . 

2. What is the purpose of Cullen’s book?  

3. What problem is he hoping his book will help solve? (p 5-6)

Example: Cullen believes that the idea of the “American Dream”. . . 

4. Read the following line (p6) in context several times.  

a. Look up the unfamiliar words in a dictionary and annotate your book. 

b. Then, put it all together and paraphrase (your own words!) Cullen’s point about the idea of the American Dream.  

“Such a reckoning begins with a recognition that the Dream is neither a reassuring verity nor an empty bromide but rather a complex idea with manifold implications that can cut different ways.”  

5. How will Cullen organize the book?  What are the 6 types of American Dreams that Cullen will look at in detail, and what historical figures will he use as evidence for each of these?  

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

TAD Chapter 3 Part 2 – pg. 74 – 88 (Lincoln’s bio and Lincoln-Douglas)
1. Read the quotation from Lincoln on pg. 74.  Paraphrase his point in 1-2 sentences – what is “our birthright” ?
2. Trace Lincoln’s life and career at these moments. (pg. 76 - 80)

1809

1828

1832

1836

1842

1847-49

3. How did Lincoln embody the Dream of Upward Mobility? What was his belief regarding this Dream? (74-79)
4. In 1837, how did Lincoln feel about abolitionism?  (pg 80)

5. Identify the series of compromises that took place from 1787 on regarding slavery. Why were these compromises made?

Compromise:





Why made: 

6. What is interesting about what Cullen tells us about the “gag rule”? (pg 81)
7. What did the 1857 Dred Scott decision signal to Americans (particularly those who felt similarly to Lincoln about slavery)?  

8. What was Lincoln’s response to the idea of popular sovereignty? (83) 

9. Read the extended quote at the bottom of pg. 85.  What does Lincoln mean by using the names “Hans, Baptiste, and Patrick”?  What’s his point?  

10. Why was Lincoln opposed to slavery? How did slavery affect the American Dream? What economic and psychological arguments did he have against it (you should have at least 1 economic argument and 1 psychological argument!)? (84-88)

Economic:

Psychological: 

